UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

college-of liberal arts

“Nothing else in your
college experience will
expand your horizons

— truly educate you — as
much as a year of study
abroad. See me if in
doubt; go if you can.”

Ed Foster

Professor and Chair,
Department of
Economics

“Studying abroad is one
of the most rewarding
experiences you can
have in college. You
will see exciting places,
gain new perspectives,
make great friends, and
grow personally and
academically. Get out,
see the world!”

Ben Hood
Undergraduate Peer
Advisor,
Department of
Economics

Learning Abroad Center
University of Minnesota
230 Heller Hall

271 19th Avenue S
Minneapolis, MN 55455
612.626.9000
888.700.UOFM
UMabroad@umn.edu
www.UMabroad.umn.edu

An equal opportunity educator and employer.
Economics Adv Sheet * Draft 1/04

Study Abroad in

Economics

Study the ideas of Adam Smith at the University of Glasgow, where he once taught them. Gain first-hand
experience with development programs during a semester of grassroots field study in Ghana. Take a course
on the Japanese economy in Tokyo. Spend a semester in Sao Paulo exploring the economics of Latin
America. How about an internship in Australia? You could take your education almost anywhere in the
world through the hundreds of study abroad programs offered by the Learning Abroad Center. Join your
fellow students in expanding your horizons through study abroad!

Study abroad can help you...

¢ understand world economic issues

¢ learn about different schools of thought in
economics

¢ build your résumé with an internship abroad by

=+ expanding your cross-cultural
communication and problem-solving skills

=+ preparing you to work in an increasingly
diverse and international workplace

* expose yourself to new perspectives on
international issues

* improve your language skills
e enhance your critical thinking skills

e prepare yourself for a life of engagement as an
effective global and local citizen

* gain confidence in yourself personally and
professionally

Whether you take courses at a university or a
study abroad center, do field work, or engage in
an internship abroad, you will gain valuable new
perspectives. Learning about different approaches
to economic issues will help you form your own
ideas and shape your insights about current
economic problems.

Set goals and plan for results

When you plan your course of study with your
peer adviser, discuss how you can make study
abroad a part of your plan.

* Begin planning at least six months and
preferably a year or more in advance of your
study abroad. It is never too early to start
planning.

* There are countless excellent study abroad
programs available for economics students. The
best one for 000 depends on what you want.

* Prioritize your goals. Read the Academic
Considerations page and consider your long-
term academic and professional goals, as well as
your on-campus degree requirements.

* Give yourself time to research and talk to
advisers and students who have studied abroad.

Can | afford to study abroad?
YES! Early planning for study abroad helps you

make cost-effective program decisions, and it also
helps you prepare your finances through savings,
scholarships, and financial aid. Financial aid
applies to study abroad and, in some cases, your
eligibility will increase to cover additional expenses.

The University of Minnesota offers more than
$300,000 in scholarships for study abroad. The
Learning Abroad Center provides resources on
these and a variety of other scholarships available
to undergraduate students. Stop by the Learning
Abroad Center to research all your options.

What are my next steps?

Attend a First Step Meeting
Learn about study abroad resources and advising

by attending a First Step Meeting at the Learning
Abroad Center.

Investigate programs
Use the Learning Abroad Center catalog, resource
center, website, and advisers to find a program that

fits for you.

Talk to the Peer Adviser in the Department
of Economics

Call 612.625.5893 or email
econugra@econ.umn.edu to schedule an
appointment. Discuss the time frame and
coursework that will fit best with your academic

program.

Use an Academic Planning for Study Abroad form
(available in the Learning Abroad Center) to get
approval for using courses toward your economics
major or minor and toward Liberal Education
requirements.



Academic Considerations
for Economics Students

Economics is a very broad discipline which encompasses a wide variety of theoretical and empirical lines of inquiry. The Department

of Economics encourages you to explore this variety through study abroad. Wherever you decide to go, consider taking courses of local,

national, or regional interest, and courses that offer perspectives that are new and different to you.

Identify your professional goals

You can choose from a wide variety of programs. Look for
options that fit your course of study and your career goals.

If you are interested in a business career, consider programs that

include internships and/or offer courses about local or regional
economic issues.

If you are considering graduate study in economics, look for
universities that offer courses in the field you are interested in,
and courses that expose you to new methodologies.

Work on your economics major or minor

Unless you plan to do a short-term program as a stepping stone
to a longer study abroad experience, we recommend that you
complete intermediate micro- and macroeconomics on campus at
UMTC before you study aborad.

As you plan your course of study, incorporate coursework
abroad. You are especially encouraged to fulfill the economics
major elective requirements through study abroad. The
Department of Economics has screened a number of courses
that may be used to fulfill major requirements.

Many courses may also be applied toward major requirements.
For tentative pre-approval of a study abroad course that has
not been pre-screened, provide a syllabus or course description
to the Director of Undergraduate Studies for review at least a
month before departure.

Use an Academic Planning Form for Study Abroad (available
at the Learning Abroad Center) to structure and document
your consultation both in the department and with your CLA
academic adviser.

There are many internships abroad that might fit your career
and academic interests. In general, the Economics Department
grants credit for internships only if you complete your learning
experience by doing an independent study project under a
faculty member’s supervision. If you are planning to do an
internship abroad, first consult with the faculty member

with whom you will work, then consult with the Director of
Undergraduate Studies.

If your study abroad program includes opportunities for
research, consider designing a project that will meet not only
the program’s standards for credit but also the department’s
standards for a senior project. Consult with department faculty
on your tentative research ideas well before departure.

Develop or improve second language skills

Whether you pursue a career in business or in academics, a
second language makes you a more competitive candidate for any
position. Successful completion of coursework or an internship in
that language is a great demonstration of your proficiency.

* Beginning or intermediate level language students, consider a
program where you can be surrounded by a language as you
study it.

¢ If you already have reasonably advanced language skills,
consider a program taught in the language.

¢ DPlan your language study carefully or you may find yourself out
of sequence upon return to UMTC. French, German, Italian,
and Spanish are the only languages at UMTC that offer each
of the first four courses both fall and spring semester. For all
others, only the first and third courses are offered fall semester
and only the second and fourth in the spring.

Fulfill Liberal Education requirements

* Advance planning can help you apply study abroad credits
to many of the University’s Liberal Education requirements.
Decide early which requirements you want to satisfy through
courses taken abroad, and plan your current coursework
accordingly.

* More than 1,800 study abroad courses have been
screened for Liberal Education Requirements. Link to the
Learning Abroad Center’s database of approved courses:
www.umabroad.umn.edu/academic

Consider varied educational experiences

* Educational systems vary from country to country. Taking
courses in a host-country institution permits you to learn about
these differences first-hand.

¢ Fieldwork and internships give you an opportunity to get
involved in host-country life outside the classroom. You will
learn in many ways about economics and your host-country
during your study abroad experience, and this might be just the
beginning of a life-long passion for learning about the world!



Sample Study Abroad Options

The remainder of this sheet lists some options that can fit well for an Economics major. They are meant to be examples; don’t let this list
limit your search. Although we have attempted to group them into a few broad categories according to the sort of educational experience

they provide, be aware that many programs combine elements of two or even all three categories. The words or acronyms in parentheses
at the end of each program description refer to the list of web sites on the last page.

Gain Valuable Field Experience

Many programs offer opportunities to get out of the classroom and into the community, whether through internships, service-learning,

field research, field trips, or experiential assignments. In some programs these are a minor complement to classroom-based instruction; in

others they constitute the core of the educational approach. These programs can be focused on a specific topic (e.g., political economy,

environmental issues, or development policy,) or they can be highly interdisciplinary.

Ecuador, Ghana, India, Kenya, or
Senegal

Minnesota Studies in International Development
(MSID)

This “mini-Peace Corps” program is built around field placements
and internships combined with rigorous classroom study.

Past placements include producer cooperatives, small business
lending organizations, transportation projects, womens groups,
environmental programs, sustainable agriculture initiatives,

and many more. MSID offers opportunities to experience and
reflect on the impact of global and national economic policies on
the lives of real people and real communities. MSID’s directed
research course can be a great vehicle for a senior project. No
language required for Ghana, India, or Kenya; two years of
Spanish required for Ecuador, two years of French for Senegal.
Enrollment options include a 15-week Fall Semester, a 21-week
Spring Semester, or a full Academic Year. (Sponsor: UMTC
Learning Abroad Center)

Guatemala (and Cuba)

Environment, Economy & Community in Latin
America

This Spring Semester program examines environmental,
development, and social justice issues by looking at market

and community economy models and their respective practices
and ethical implications. The teaching model is built around
structured field experiences, not only in Guatemala City but also
in indigenous communities and in Cuba. Taught in Spanish.

(Sponsor: HECUA)

Norway

Scandinavian Urban Studies Term

This fall semester program, based in Oslo, Norway, includes
comparative study in Sweden, Denmark, or Estonia. SUST
explores Scandinavian grassroots citizen involvement, inequality
and social justice, as well as state support of health care, education,
and economic security. Scandinavia provides an excellent vantage
point for thinking about the relative roles of the public and
private sectors and for comparing market-driven economic
policies like those of the US with policies stressing social welfare.
Taught in English; no language prerequisite. (Sponsor: HECUA)
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Northern Ireland

Democracy & Social Change

This Spring Semester program focuses on the historical, political,
economic, and religious roots of the conflict in Northern Ireland,
the prospects for peace, and the progress being made. A half-time,
8-credit internship complements classroom and field study and
could easily focus on an economic topic. (Sponsor: HECUA)

Countries vary
SPAN (Student Project for Amity among Nations)

SPAN students design and conduct an independent research
project in one of three or four countries. Sites vary each year.
Students spend the year preparing their project at the University
of Minnesota, collect information during their summer abroad,
then complete a thesis upon return. A faculty adviser helps
students prepare, accompanies each group during the summer
research phase, and assists in writing-up the thesis. An ideal
vehicle for conducting overseas research toward a senior project.

(Sponsor: SPAN)

Internships

Many study abroad programs include internships among the
course options. In addition to MSID (listed earlier in this section)
this sheet contains a number of other examples. See the Brazil and
France entries in the section on study at a foreign university and
the Austria, Germany , Hungary, and Spain (Barcelona) entries in
the section on study abroad centers.

Directed Study

Study abroad opportunities are not limited to formal instruction.
Directed Study allows you to create a contract between yourself
and a University of Minnesota faculty member that outlines

a project and credits to be earned. While abroad, you work
independently on a project of your own design under the
direction of the faculty member working with you at a distance.
It is not to be undertaken lightly, for it requires a good deal of
resourcefulness, self-reliance, pre-departure preparation, and,
ideally, in-country support lined up in advance.
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Study Economics at a Host-Country University

Study in a university alongside degree-seeking students from the host country. Some programs consist entirely of coursework at a host-

country university, while others combine it with special courses designed for non-native students. University study works especially well

for students interested in experiencing a different academic system and for students who want to select classes from a wide variety of

offerings, including lots of coursework toward their major or minor. If the language of instruction is not English, you need at least 2-3

years of college-level language background. The following examples offer a range of economics offerings.

Argentina

Universidad de Buenos Aires

Argentina’s leading university. Take a course on the DIIOIIO0L
0100010000010000000000, or the OI000OINIDOOINONIOTOMIOOIION
00000T00. Consider looking at economics from a philosophical
perspective by taking DOIIIOIO00ONO00000IL, or learn about

the OIII000I0O0000OMIO0000CL, a subject that has been taught
for over 70 years in the department. Instruction is in Spanish. Fall
Semester, Spring Semester, Calendar or Academic Year. (Sponsors:

Butler, IES)

Australia

Monash University

Located in a suburb of Melbourne, Monash is one of Australia’s
largest and most challenging universities. In addition to a

great variety of general economics courses, the Department of
Economics offers a number of courses on the Asian and Australian
economies and the connections amoung them. Several economic
history courses are also offered. Instruction is in English. Fall
Semester, Spring Semester, Calendar or Academic Year.

(Sponsors: Arcadia, Butler)

University of Wollongong

Located in a seaside city of about 250,000 just south of Sydney,
Wollongong is a highly international university. About 20% of
the students are from other countries. Courses from the standard
economics curriculum are offered, with a number of courses in
quantitative methods. Instruction is in English. Fall Semester,

Spring Semester, Calendar or Academic Year.
(Sponsor: UMTC Learning Abroad Center)

Austria

Universitéat Wien
A well-established and respected European university, with a
strong economics department. Many of the textbooks and some of

the courses are in English. See IES Vienna in the section below on
Study Abroad Centers. (Sponsor: IES)

Chile

Pontificia Universidad Catélica de Chile

Located in Santiago, Chile’s capital and largest city, this university
is especially strong in social sciences. A wide variety of economics
courses are offered, including a number on development
economics and Latin American economies. The IES option also
offers internships. Instruction is in Spanish. Fall Semester, Spring
Semester, Calendar or Academic Year.

(Sponsors: Butler, CIEE, IES)
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France

Université Paul Valéry

One of the premier study opportunities in France, the University
of Minnesota’s program in Montpellier attracts students from
throughout the US for a semester or academic year. You can
combine courses from Paul Valéry University with special courses
for international students in whatever mix your language level and
interests dictate. The university’s Faculty of Economic Sciences
offers courses in economic history, methodology, economic
geography, and more. Internships are available. A pre-session
course strengthens your language skills before you begin regular
classes. Instruction is in French. Fall Semester, Spring Semester, or
Academic Year. (Sponsor: UMTC Learning Abroad Center)

Germany
Albert-Ludwigs-Universitit Freiburg

The Faculty of Economics at the University of Freiburg, one of
Germany’s premier institutions of higher education, offers many
courses in the standard economics curriculum, taught at an
advanced level. Instruction is in German. See IES Freiburg in the
section below on study abroad centers. (Sponsor: IES)

Ghana

University of Ghana

Located on the outskirts of the capital, Accra, the University

of Ghana has an enrollment of about 7,000. Development
economics is a major focus. Many professors are intimately
involved in development projects, permitting them to add a “real
life” dimension to economic theory. Instruction is in English. Fall
Semester, Spring Semester, or Academic Year.

(Sponsors: ISEP, CIEE)

Italy

Universita di Bologna

Bologna, the oldest university in Europe and the most prestigious
in Italy, has a good economics department. The program
supplements UB courses with courses designed for US students.
A pre-session intensive Italian course strengthens your language
skills before UB classes begin. Instruction is in Italian. Academic
Year; a few Spring-Semester-only spaces are sometimes available.

(Sponsor: BCSP)

4



Netherlands

Tilburg University

With an enrollment of about 10,000, Tilburg University is
located in the town of the same name about an hour south of
Amsterdam. The university has a fine reputation in economics
and business. A strong background in economics (minimum 4
semesters) is required if you wish to take major-level economics
courses. Instruction is in English. Fall Semester, Spring Semester,
or Academic Year. (Sponsor: ISEP)

South Africa

University of Natal, Durban Campus

The University of Natal (enrollment 15,000) is located in the
beautiful coastal city of Durban (population 2.4 million), which
offers an intriguing mix of African, Western, and South Asian
cultures. Several courses are taught on African economies and
economic history. Instruction is in English. Fall Semester, Spring
Semester, Calendar or Academic Year. (Sponsor: InterStudy)

United Kingdom

University of East Anglia, Norwich, England

UEA’s location in the city Norwich offers easy access to the
continent of Europe. The Department of Economics offers the
standard economics curriculum, as well as a joint Economics

and Philosophy BA program. Thus you will find, among others,
courses on 000000000 TI000000000000N0000000, and the
O0r0000000I000DI00000Y Instruction is in English. Fall Semester,
Spring Semester, or Academic Year. (Sponsor: UMTC Learning
Abroad Center)

University of Edinburgh, Scotland

The Department of Economics received the highest rating for
undergraduate teaching and learning in the 2001 report of the
UK Department of Education. Economics in Edinburgh, a center
of the Scottish Enlightenment, has a distinguished history. You
can learn much more about that in OII00000000000OI0I0000000,
or the course on D00III0I0000000000I0000I0I000CC0000. Learn
about the economy of the region in DOIOININOIOI0000L, or take
a course on European economic history. Fall Semester, Spring
Semester, or Academic Year. (Sponsors: Arcadia, Butler)

University of Glasgow, Scotland

The Department of Economics received the highest rating for
undergraduate teaching and learning in the 2001 report of the
UK Department of Education. Adam Smith was once a professor
in this university. Appropriately, a comprehensive course is
offered on the OINI0O00000CNOC0ONONL. You can explore

the philosophical underpinnings of economics in CJII0000000
000000000I000000000000 or think about some of the most
pressing economic issues of today in 1IN0 0000000000000
00000, Fall Semester, Spring Semester, or Academic Year.
(Sponsors: Arcadia, Budler, ISEP)

Lancaster University, England

Located between the Irish Sea and the moors of the Pennines,
Lancaster enrolls some 10,000 students. The Department of
Economics is part of the highly ranked Management School.
Among the academic offerings you will find such courses as
O0000000N0rNOE000mhOCOnboONiroNOLOLono0ooneg, and
0000 00Io00mooiO00000I000M. Instruction is in English.
Fall Semester, Spring Semester, or Academic Year. (Sponsor:
UMTC Learning Abroad Center)

Look into Study Abroad Centers

Center-based programs have been specially developed for study abroad students. Center-based programs may be sponsored by a US

university, an independent agency, or a host-country university. Although some of these programs consist only of customized classroom-

based courses in which your classmates are either Americans or a mix of nationalities, many combine such courses with opportunities

for field study, internships, and/or classes in a host-country university. The programs listed here are simply examples of the sorts of

opportunities available through the Learning Abroad Center.

Austria
IES Vienna

Field trips and many courses in this program focus on Central and
Eastern Europe, making it an excellent opportunity to understand
the region’s political and economic evolution since the fall of
communism. Business internships are available. Taught in English;
additional courses in German available to students with sufficient
language proficiency, including courses at Universitit Wien. Fall
Semester, Spring Semester, or Academic Year. (Sponsor: (IES)

China

CIEE Language and Culture in Shanghai

Based at Shanghai’s East China Normal University, this program
combines intensive Chinese language instruction with courses
on China taught in English, among them China’s Economic
Reforms. No prior Chinese required; area studies courses taught
in English. Fall Semester or Spring Semester. (Sponsor: CIEE)

Denmark

Denmark’s International Study Program (DIS)
Based in Copenhagen, this program offers a number of different
tracks, including Humanities and Social Sciences, Politics of the
European Union, and International Business and Economics.

You can mix courses from two or more tracks. Excellent for
studying economic issues in the European Union. Instruction is in
English; no prior Danish required. Fall Semester, Spring Semester,
Academic Year, or Summer. (Sponsor: DIS)
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Germany
IES Freiburg

This is a multidisciplinary program based in Freiburg, at the

base of the Black Forest near the French and Swiss borders. The
program combines several formats of study including courses on
the German and European economies, internships, and university
courses. Excellent for studying the German economy. Instruction
is in German. Fall Semester, Spring Semester, or Academic Year.

(Sponsor: IES)

IES European Union

Also based in Freiburg, this program offers political science,
economics, and business courses focused on the European

Union. The program includes visits to major EU institutions and
international organizations in other countries as well as to new EU
member states in eastern Europe. Curricular opportunities include
a model EU simulation and internships. Instruction is in English;
no prior German required. Fall Semester or Spring Semester.

(Sponsor: IES)

Hungary
CIEE Budapest

Based at the Budapest University of Economic Sciences and
Public Administration, this multidisciplinary program focuses
especially on the political and economic transitions in Central
Europe since 1989. In addition to center courses, participants may
take one or two courses in English at the university’s International
Studies Center. Internships are available. Instruction is in English;
no prior Hungarian required. Fall Semester or Spring Semester.

(Sponsor: CIEE)

Japan
IES Tokyo

This multidisciplinary program includes some economics courses
focused on Japan and East Asia. Field experience placements,
community service placements, and field trips and cultural events
supplement the classroom instruction. Instruction is in English;
no prior Japanese required. Fall Semester, Spring Semester,
Academic Year, or Summer. (Sponsor: IES)

Poland

CIEE Warsaw

Based at the Warsaw School of Economics, this multidisciplinary
program provides an excellent vantage point for examining the
Eastern European transition to a market economy. Instruction

is in English; no prior Polish required. Fall Semester or Spring
Semester. (Sponsor: CIEE)

Spain

IES Barcelona, CIEE Barcelona

Courses on Spain and Europe from the perspectives of many
different disciplines, including economics. Internships available in
businesses and social agencies. Instruction is in English; no prior
Spanish required. You may also take economics courses taught in
English, Cataldn, or Spanish at Universitat Pompeu Fabra. Fall

Semester, Spring Semester, Academic Year, or Summer.
(Sponsor: IES, CIEE)

Thailand

CIEE Environment, Ecology, and Development in
Thailand

Based in Khon Kaen in northern Thailand, this program
explores issues of globalization in relation to environment and
development. Includes visits to a number of community-based
projects and opportunities for field research. Although it includes
no economics courses as such, the program asks tough questions
that are highly relevant to economics majors. Instruction is

in English; no prior Thai required. Fall or Spring Semester.
(Sponsor: CIEE)
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Accelerate your Language Learning

Almost all study abroad programs in non-English-speaking countries offer language coursework, but some programs are built mostly

around intensive language study. You might be able to complete an entire year of language study in a summer or get three semesters of

credits in one semester’s study. The following are three examples from a long list of options; see the Learning Abroad Center for more

details.

Canada

French in Quebec

This summer French language program offers intensive language
study at all levels beyond first year. Most advanced levels focus on
literature and culture. (Sponsor: U-IA)

Italy

Summer Study in Italy, Perugia

This University of Wisconsin program offers a full year of
language credit in one summer. At least one prior semester of
Italian is required. (Sponsor: UW-Madison)

Mexico

Language and Culture in Mexico, Cuernavaca

This UMTC sponsored Spanish-language program offers a variety
of enrollment options: fall or spring semester and/or any of five
three-week terms, one during the winter break and four in May
and summer. You can take a full language course in a term or

up to three in a semester; a semester plus an adjacent term, or

the four back-to-back summer terms, can yield two full years of
language credit. (Sponsor: UMTC Learning Abroad Center)

Try a Short-Term Introduction

Some students who have had no prior international experience feel the need for a short initial experience before they are ready for a full
semester or year of study abroad. Many options are available to meet the needs of such students.

Countries Vary

Global Seminars

Every year the University of Minnesota offers more than a dozen
of these programs. Led by University faculty, they are usually
scheduled for May Intersession. None have prerequisites, and they
are open to all students, including freshman.

For students who would like to get their feet wet before plunging
into a longer international study, Global Seminars make ideal
stepping stones. If you wish to participate in a Global Seminar,
try to do so as early as possible in your undergraduate experience.
This gives you time to explore options for a longer study abroad
experience as a junior or senior.

(Sponsor: UMTC Learning Abroad Center)

Program Sponsor Websites

To learn more about these programs, come to the Learning Abroad Center and use our resources and advisers, or visit the website that
corresponds with the program sponsor listed in parentheses with each program description.

Arcadia (Arcadia University Center for Study Abroad)
www.arcadia.edu/cea

BCSP (Bologna Cooperative Studies Program)
www.indiana.edu/ ~ overseas/bcsp.html

Butler (Institute for Study Abroad-Butler University)
www.ifsa-butler.org

CIEE (Council on International Educational Exchange)
www.ciee.org/study/index.html

DIS (Denmark’s International Study)
www.disp.dk
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HECUA (Higher Education Consortium for Urban Affairs)
www.hecua.org

Interstudy
www.interstudy.org

IES (Institute for International Education of Students)
www.iesabroad.org

ISEP (International Student Exchange Program)
www.isep.org/nus

UMTC Learning Abroad Center, SPAN, U-IA, UW-
Madison
www.UMabroad.umn.edu
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